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ABSTRACT

The stability of regional systems is influenced by several internal and external
factors, including the structure of the regional system, its cohesion, and the ability

of the regional hegemon to impose rules that affect internal regional interactions.



On the other hand, external forces, called the “penetration system,” play a role in
directing and managing the interactions between the components of the regional
system in a way that may enhance their integration or lead to the instability of the
security complex of this regional system, especially in systems where conflicts and
security competition are a dominant feature, such as the South Asian system where
economic and security issues are affected by the roles of external powers such as
the United States This intervention attempts to deconstruct the regional interactions
in this system and the impact of the regional security complex on local tensions with

external penetration regimes through two deconstructive and synthetic perspectives.

Key words: penetration system, security complex, regional, south Asia
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Cambridge university press, UK, 2003, p62.
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SUMMARY:

This study is designed to fol the devlopements in the libyan
crisis between 2011-2014 in addition to stand on the most important
consequences that affected by the Algerian national security — The
national security of state has become apparent with the rise of
transitional threats. — The study also aimed to highlight how Algeria
will deal with these threats and refercussions and the
effectivemeness of the Algerian security doctrine and the various
stratigies adopted by in the face the containment of these various
security threats and risks — The extent of adaptation of the Algerian
security with these elanges in the regional security environment , in
order to build the best approach to ensure the protection of the

security ,stability and national security.
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Summary

The Asian continent has known many regional experiences in establishing Asian
regional cooperation, but the Shanghai Cooperation Organization is considered
one of the most important regional arrangements that was able to control and
monitor security roles apart from the American role, in addition to economic

cooperation and stimulating regional trade.
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Summary

The study attempted to discuss the questions related to theorizing the
concept of regionalism as a concept within the field of international
relations. It also delved into the old and new questions that have arisen
regarding the issue of theorizing in international relations itself, some of

which have led to questioning the specialization of international relations



itself. The study addressed its topic through three axes: the regionalism
as a concept in the perspectives of international relations, the second
touched on the epistemological and philosophical challenges facing the
Thirdly, the study presented the discussion sparked .theorizing process
by Barry Buzan regarding the dominance of the Western model. The
study identified the philosophical and cognitive challenges facing the
theoretical grounding of regionalism as a real obstacle at both the
theoretical and practical levels. The study oncluded with a question about

the Arab contributions to the intellectual debate.

Keywords: Regional, knowledge, philosophy, international relations

theory, issues.
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Title : The Regional Role in Foreign Policy: A Study of The Role Theory in Analyzing Regional Role

Introduction:

Through their involvement in regional organizations, countries seek to play a
specific role that is consistent with their national interests to achieve their security
and stability and to gain other benefits. This role is determined according to their
material capabilities and their political, economic and military strength and the
degree of their influence in their regional environment. Countries differ from each
other in defining interests and goals, as they differ in their foreign political
behavior, depending on their nature between great powers, major countries and
small countries. The role they play reflects their nature and status.

Problematic :

Given the rampant nature of the regional role in foreign policy, the following
problem statement is raised :
_ What is meant by the regional role in foreign policy?
_ What are the most important theories that have emerged regarding
explaining the various roles that any country can play in its external behavior
towards its regional environment? And what are the most important
determinants of this role?

Research Objectives:
This study aims to fulfill several objectives, including:
_Identify the phenomenon of the regional role by examining its concept .
_ Determine the emergence and development of the role theory .
It seeks to study the analyzing of regional roles by Role theory.

Research Methodology:

In this study, we used the descriptive approach to present information, facts, and
concepts about regional roles and Role theory. This approach also facilitates the
examination and analyzing of regional roles by Role theory..



Research Strategy:
The subject is addressed through the following plan:
First / The Concept of The Regional Role
Second / The Emergence and Development of The Role Theory
Third / The Role Theory in Analyzing Regional Roles

First / The Concept of The Regional Role

The concept of the regional role in the field of international relations is determined
according to the external political behavior of countries and according to their
interests, goals, material and societal capabilities, geopolitical position, and regional
international balances, considering that international powers change their positions
in terms of importance in international relations according to the difference in
capabilities and balances, so the functions and roles become in turn unstable.

As for the national role of countries within the international environment, this role
means that foreign policy makers are aware of the position of their countries in the
international system and seek to determine the capabilities, obligations, provisions,
and activities appropriate for their countries, and the roles that they should play in
the international system or regional systems'.

The idea of regionalism in the literature of international relations goes back to the
emergence of a trend in the face of globalism that called for building a new
international system that preserves peace and stability. Regional advocates also
considered that building regional groups is the best and most practical means of
preserving international security and peace. This concept also goes back to another
source, which is integration studies in all its branches, especially economic
integration'’,

While we find the concept of role defined in the dictionary of political science and
political institutions as based on observing all groups we find a distinction in
functions between the active parties linked to the division of social labor and for each
function we find specific roles associated with it and allow its application and match
expectations from other active parties and we traditionally distinguish between innate
roles and acquired roles." It was also defined in the political dictionary of Dr.
Waddah Zeitoun as the social behavior of the individual and the role consists of rights
and obligations and the individual plays many roles in life. ¥



While the French dictionary Larousse defined it as the function and influence that
is exercised and from it obtaining an important role in a specific issue."

In addition, the concept of regionalism is a subject of ebb and flow, and three
trends have emerged in defining this concept. The first of these trends focuses on
considerations of neighborhood and geographical proximity as a measure of the
difference between regional systems.

The second trend goes beyond the geographical framework to focus on elements
of similarity between countries involved in a specific regional scope, such as cultural,
economic and social elements. The third trend stands in contrast to the other two
trends, as it focuses on political, economic, social and cultural interactions between
countries."!

Dr. Ahmed Saifan defined regionalism in his dictionary as a term that refers to
international cooperation between countries united by special ties that are not
necessarily based on geographical proximity in the narrow sense.*!!

It expresses the subjectivity of a group of countries in relation to the rest of the
countries in relation to other groups. While we find that Dr. Hussein Boukara in his
book Integration in International Relations defined it as "a term and concept
associated with a specific geographical area that can sometimes be an important
factor in the formation of states and the emergence of the national spirit and feeling,
and its basis is that geographical variables play an important role in influencing the
actions of states'™.

The regional role is the result of the actions and behaviors of the international unit
in practicing its external activity with the aim of achieving its goals in foreign policy.
Hence, the role expresses what the decision-maker sees as appropriate for the unit
and the functions that it must perform in the international arena through decisions,
commitments, actions, and other different actions and behaviors*.

This is in contrast to regional security, which is defined as a system that is
implemented among member states of the United Nations inspired by its charter with
the aim of ensuring international security and peace and resolving disputes by
peaceful means on the basis of considering that the security and territorial integrity
of each state are matters that all states guarantee.* From this, we can say that there
is a cohesive relationship that forms an interconnected triad that controls the extent
of practicing the role that the state can follow, which is:

A- The nature of the goal that the state seeks to achieve through the role it has set for
itself and is working to reach.



B- The spatial scope and its capacity, within the external environment of the state in
which it wishes to play its role

C- The means used to achieve this role, is it the diplomatic means based on sufficient
force? Or through the threat of using force or its actual use? What are the foundations
on which these means are based so that they acquire the necessary strength for the
role that the state wishes to play? Since the foreign policy objectives of each state
differ according to many essential elements related to the internal and external
environment of the state. Therefore, it is difficult to set a specific measure for all
states according to which their foreign policy objectives are determined*.

The regional role of the state does not necessarily have to be defined by one model
of the many role models that it wants to practice in its regional environment, as the
most important models (roles) are the regional leader, the regional defender, the
protector of the faith, the active independent (neutral role), the center of launching
revolutionary work, the leader of regional integration, the supporter of the revolution
, the example or model, the assistant to development, the loyal ally, the bridge that
deepens international understanding with the countries of the region, the lover of
world peace*!Vxil,

Second / The Emergence and Development of The Role Theory

In all groups, a distinction in functions between the actors is observed, linked to
the division of social labor, and for each function we find specific roles associated
with it, which allow its application and match expectations from other actors, and we
traditionally distinguish between innate roles and those acquired roles, but the
concept of role has remained ambiguous in connection with psychological and social
studies, and has also known a difference in conceptual visions, like the various
concepts circulating in the social sciences, as evidenced by the multiplicity of
definitions given to this concept. The various definitions provided for the concept of
role can be classified into two main groups:

*The first group: includes definitions based on the interactive relationship between
the individual and the role, and among the most important definitions included in this
group are the following:

The definition of "Sarbin", which considers the role: "A model resulting from
learning actions, or actions performed by a person in an interactive situation"

As for "Moreno": "The role represents an external experience between individuals,
imposing several actors on the interactive level, the role is a dual behavior, it is a



stimulant and At the same time, a response, and thus determines two successive
actions in the individual, as role perception means setting the stimulus and
responding to it.

As for "Parsons": "The role represents a sector of the individual's complete guiding
system, as it is organized around expectations related to the interactive level and
integrated into a special set of standards and values that govern this interaction with
one or several roles that form a set of integrated interactions and behaviors.

These definitions confirm that all interactive aspects between the role and the

individual fall within the framework of a social work or a specific function that the
individual performs at the same time, through the integration and interaction between
the various elements related to the nature of the role on the one hand, the individual's
performance on the other hand, and the requirements of the social environment on
the third hand.
* The second group: includes definitions based on the social and anthropological
dimensions, and the treatment of the problem of the relationship between role and
status. Among the most important representatives of this trend we find: "Biddle" who
sees the role as a list or guide to the distinctive behavior of a person or status, or a
system of standards, descriptions, values, and specific perceptions of the behaviors
of a person or social status.

Biddle's definition of role is based on an anthropological perspective, based on
looking at the system of ideas and the sum of values of society, and the various
standards that characterize the social structure, as a basis for determining the role
that each individual plays in society, and the functions and tasks required by each
social status. For example, women in some primitive tribes perform the roles that
men are supposed to perform in other societies, such as hunting and agriculture. The
difference in the nature of the roles that women perform in these societies is due to
the nature of the value system and the distinctive standards of these peoples.
Therefore, Biddle was keen on the necessity of taking various cultural, value, and
intellectual factors into consideration when studying the nature of roles and the
requirements of each social status, because they are relative matters that differ from
one society to another and from one time to another. The modern dictionary of
political analysis defines role as: "patterns of behavior and sets of attitudes expected
of people who occupy positions in a social structure, and often distinguishes role
from status, as the latter describes relative social positions, while role describes the



types of actions performed within each position, and individuals gain knowledge of
roles and the ability to perform them through socialization.

Researchers Allen and Van de Liert refer to the concept of role as: "behavior based
on normative expectations, linked to a position in a social system".

Allen and Van de Liert link the concept of role to the influence of the
anthropological factor related to the culture and customs of society, and the social
factor related to the social system as a whole and the distribution of roles in it, and
the tasks assigned to each social position occupied by groups, classes or individuals.
As for "Ralf Linton": role is defined as a set of social models associated with a certain
position, and contains specific positions, values and behaviors on the part of society,
for each individual

Linton focused on the social role that requires certain behaviors determined by
society, and linked the concepts of role and status™.

Linton's concept of role is closely linked to the anthropological and social
dimensions that focus on rights and duties, i.e. on the normative expectations
associated with the prevailing conditions within a "social system" or "social
structure". In a classic statement, Linton noted that social status is a set of rights and
duties where the process of linking the role, status, social structure, or social structure
as a whole takes place. Each status requires models of behavior that individuals
occupying that status adhere to in their behavior, especially towards those who
occupy a "complementary position" such as: the worker and the employer. Thus, the
role represents the "dynamic aspect L'aspect dynamique" of the status (Statut) which
represents the "static aspect L'aspect statique".

Thus, the "researcher" is a social status, while studying, research and writing
articles are the dynamic expectations of his role. These roles, which are the dynamic
dimension of the status of a certain actor, are carefully monitored, as the individuals
who perform them find themselves driven to erase themselves somewhat, and to limit
as much as possible the expression of their own values or interests, as these values
and interests should not interfere significantly in the course of the roles, which are
considered purely practical, thus taking on an impersonal dimension. Social norms
manage the practice of roles and their distribution in the entire social group or within
the framework of the family or the party or union organization, where the roles of
each actor are distributed. The father, as well as the leader of any political group, is
supposed to assume the task of management towards the members of his family or
his political organization.*"!



Thus, the distribution of roles leads to the acceptance of that distinction between
managers and the managed. Bruce Biddle describes role theory as a science that
studies the behaviors that distinguish people under certain circumstances, and with
various processes that are supposed to produce, explain, and influence those
behaviors. Role theory in this way explains the role by assuming that people are
members of a social status, and that they have expectations about their behavior and
the behavior of others, where their role is determined according to an interactive
relationship between three main data:

*Social data:

This is represented by the social structure with all the units that it contains to form
the social status.

* Anthropological data:

This is represented by the sum of rights and duties specific to each status, which
indicate a certain culture, and the latter includes all knowledge, beliefs, morals,
customs, arts, etc.

*Psychological data:

The role contains psychological data, because the expression of the role indicates
the personality of its owner*"i.

Role theory is described as "predictive" because it is based on the assumption that
if we have information about the expectations of the role for a specific status, we can
Predicting the behavior of people occupying that position. This theory is based on
basic assumptions that can be summarized as follows:

-People spend a large part of their lives participating as members of groups and
organizations.

-People within these groups and organizations occupy a distinct position.

-Each position requires a role, considered as a "set of functions"
that the individual performs within the group.

-Groups often form and define role expectations, as criteria that determine which
rewards result from successful performance of roles and which penalties result from
failure to perform roles.

- Individuals accept their roles and perform them according to specific standards.
Role theory assumes that people work to match their performance with the standards
associated with their roles. Bruce Bedell identified five main approaches within role
theory, which are: * Functional Role Theory: Functional role theory generally
focuses on the distinctive behaviors of people who occupy a social position within a



stable social system. Roles are understood here as the shared normative expectations
that describe and explain those behaviors. Actors in the social system are supposed
to learn those standards and match their behavior with those standards. This theory
began with Linton and was further crystallized thanks to the work of Parsons and
Shils and the duo Bates and Harvey.

*Symbolic Interactionist Role Theory:

This theory is the opposite and opposite approach to functionalism. It emerged
from Mead's interpretation of "symbolic interactionism" in which the focus of
attention shifts from the standard expectations in a culture to the processes through
which people practice their roles and implement the parts that concern them. It is
therefore the opposite of functionalism, which focuses on the performance of
individual actors, the development of roles, and the various cognitive concepts
through which social actors can understand and interpret their behaviors. This is done
through social interaction. Here, "Sarbin" confirms that social roles have an existence
independent of the individual, but nevertheless individuals have their own way of
performing those roles as well, as individuals have a margin of freedom that
highlights their abilities and personal touch in understanding and performing their
roles. * Structural Role Theory: In this theory, little attention is paid to other
standards or expectations of behavior, and it also does not give much attention to the
extent of the individual's ability to free himself from the restrictions imposed by the
system of values and cultural standards. Rather, attention here is focused on social
structures that include people who share the same patterns of behavior (roles). The
structural approach is not concerned with analyzing individual roles, but rather with
the process of analyzing the roles of different social groups. It assumes that each
social group is formed from roles that must be performed to enable it to survive and
develop.

*Qrganizational Role Theory:

This theory is concerned with studying roles in formal organizations, and has
contributed to the development of a new style of thinking in role theory, focusing on
social systems. Roles in such organizations are defined by social situations (status),
and are directed by normative expectations, but standards differ between individuals,
and can be a reflection of both the demands of formal organizations and the pressures
of informal groups.



With the multiplicity of sources of standards, Individuals are often the subjects of
role conflict, and this conflict must be resolved in order for the individual to be
balanced, and for the organization to develop, which raises the problem of adapting
to changes in social status or in the expectations of the actor about his status and role.

*Cognitive Role Theory:

This theory focuses on the relationship between role expectations and behavior,
and attention is paid in cognitive role theory to the social conditions that affect the
determination of expectations, the technique of measuring expectations, and the
effect of expectations on social behavior.

Many theorists of this theory were interested in the way in which a person perceives
the expectations of others, and the effect of those perceptions on the person's
behavior. What is meant by role expectations are the actions expected of someone
who occupies a certain position, and role expectations have two sources:

The beliefs and perceptions of the actor, which he holds about what is required
and what is required by the position he occupies.

-And the beliefs and perceptions that others hold about what is required by the
position that person occupies.
In light of the multiplicity of visions and proposals related to role theory in its study
of everything related to the role and expectations and the overlap of psychological,
social and anthropological dimensions, "Allport" presents us in this study a model
that represents the characteristics of the role and determines the position of the
character and the social context.

Third / The Role Theory in Analyzing Regional Roles

The concept of role has a primarily social-psychological dimension, and it is a
matter related to the individual, and therefore drawing this concept towards politics
in dealing with the role of the state as a "unit" among a group of "unit" states gives a
common meaning based on a behavioral approach, considering that the state
expresses its will through external political behavior, and since political sociology
sees the role as a function and an organized model of behavior within a group of
social activities, it includes the characteristic of obligation as each role and each
situation is related to other roles and situations.



The unit's dealing with the international system and its various units requires that
each unit determine for itself and for others the nature of its position in this system,
and the main function or functions that it can perform within its framework on an
ongoing basis, and the nature of the main international relations of the unit, which is
expressed by the role that the unit plays in the international system, in this sense,
each international unit has a role in the international system, which becomes one of
the signs of its foreign policy*,

As for the national role of the state within the framework of the international
system, it includes the meaning of: "foreign policy makers' awareness of their
countries' positions in the international system", and the endeavor to determine the
decisions, various obligations, rulings, and all activities appropriate for their
countries, and the roles that they should play in the international system or regional
systems. Therefore, defining and determining the national role of the state goes
through the following stages™*:

-The stage of exploring the situation.

-The stage of determining the national role of the state, in light of the orientations
on the basis of which foreign policy is drawn.

-The stage of adapting the national role to the nature of the variables surrounding
the environment, or affecting the various material and societal capabilities of the
decision-making state, and this means that the role is equivalent to the position.

-If the international or regional system is understood as a social construction, then
each nation will represent several social positions or regional and international roles
in comparison to other nations, and thus the national role will be determined in light
of the awareness of foreign policy makers of their countries' positions regionally and
internationally.

Through these stages, we notice that the role theory began to provide solutions for
the relationship between environmental interpretations related to the practical
environment, and interpretations of the psychological environment related to the
variables of the decision maker’s subjective perception, as the process of determining
the role depends largely on the interaction between these two factors.™

The concept of role is characterized when it relates to the behavior of national
units by the following characteristics:

-The concept of role does not only refer to the foreign policy maker's perception of
this role, but also includes how it is practiced in the field of foreign policy. The
foreign policy maker may present a concept of his country's role within the



international system as achieving world peace, while doing nothing to translate it
into a specific policy.

-The concept of role does not only include the foreign policy maker's perception of
his country's role, but also includes his perception of the role played by other units,
especially the roles that are supposed to be played by the main enemies.

-It is conceivable that the state plays more than one role at the same time, and this
situation is the most common.

-The state can play a specific role at the global level, and another role at the regional
level, and this role differs as a result of the internal and external conditions of the
state. It may have a specific position in an international system, whether it is a leader
in a bloc, a simple member, or neutral, and each role determines a specific
responsibility for the state®!,

The external role of the international unit includes three main dimensions:

1 -The foreign policy maker's perception of the unit's position in the international
system.

2 -The foreign policy maker's perception of the main motives for the foreign policy
of international unity, and these motives vary between cooperative motives
(including the role of international mediation, or the role of a loyal ally), or conflict
motives (including the role of the anti-colonial or anti-communist).

3 -The foreign policy maker's expectations of the extent of the potential change in
the international system as a result of performing his function in the system™!,

The study of regional roles has received attention in conjunction with the
development in regional studies, as the post-Cold War period witnessed interest by
American universities in what is called regional studies, where these studies focus
on governmental systems, cultural, political and literary history, language, and
economic problems in a specific region™ and the emergence of events on the
international scene that showed the growing role of regional powers in terms of
influencing the course of events, and their exclusivity in controlling interactions and
relations within the borders of the regional systems to which they belong, with the
noticeable inability of major powers outside those regional systems to influence the
internal nature of regional political processes, without the will of the active regional
parties.

In fact, as David J. Meyers says, the decline in the ability of major states to extend
their power uniformly around the planet has allowed influential regional states to
exercise long-suppressed aspirations for hegemony within local geopolitical arenas.



The distribution of power in the world system that is now taking shape, and the
trend toward the emergence of a multipolar world, has increased the competition for
increased influence by many existing and potential regional poles, and each pole
seeks to establish or set boundaries for its own territory. One aspect of this attempt
is the drawing of new dividing lines by regional powers.

Indeed, there 1s a general trend among major regional powers to consider their
region as their sphere of influence, and they legitimize these attempts by talking
about several reasons ranging from cultural and historical to those related to expected
economic gains.

Thus, many states are now seeking to play a new role, they want to place themselves
in a new position on the changing geostrategic stage, and the result of these attempts
1s an increase in the degree of regional role of these states.

Whether the potential dominant states play The pivotal regional powers play a
unifying or divisive role, they will always create a new dynamic in the processes of
regional orientation wherever they appear. The policies practiced by states within the
borders of the regional systems to which they belong or to which they are adjacent
are called "regional policy" and can be defined as: "the political behavior issued by
one or more political units, which generally express specific goals and interests
within the framework of other units in the regional system, based on the composition
of regional interests and determinants and within the framework of regional
interaction. "1V

The pattern of regional policies differs, as the nature of regional policies of some
countries towards each other may take a conflictual approach instead of a cooperative
approach, and this is due to the nature of the issues that are disputed, between issues
of an economic, political or ideological nature.

In light of the stability of regional interests and issues, the tools of regional policies
are determined, the form of alliances that are established between the countries of
the region, the foundations on which they are based, and the extent of stability that
is originally based on the nature of the prevailing communication system between
the countries of the region on the one hand, and between the countries of the region
and the international political environment on the other hand.

Through this, the scope of regional policy can be defined within two levels:
-The first level:

is the behavior issued by all units or countries of the region towards a certain

position, whether inside or outside the region, expressed through the organizational



structure of the region, which represents the mechanism for regional decision-
making.
- The second level:

is the policy of the part towards the whole, or in other words, the policy of a state
towards the region, where the policy of regional states is determined according to the
nature of the programs, principles and goals of those states, and the nature of all the
variables affecting the situation, and here the policies of regional states vary
according to the difference in principles and goals, in addition to the difference in
wills and capabilities. Since countries differ from each other in terms of the
composition of interests and goals, and their differences in composition and material
and societal capabilities, including geopolitical location, they therefore differ in their
external political behavior, in a way that expresses the difference in the role they play
between an active role or otherwise.

Studies on regional roles focus primarily on the roles played, or potentially played,
by active regional powers, which possess the elements of power that enable them to
significantly influence their regional environment, which includes interactions
between a group of neighboring countries that have economic, social and cultural
relations,™" and participate extensively in the interactions of the regional system to
which they belong. These countries are classified among the countries of the central
sector in the regional system, the main countries whose nature of the relations
between them, the nature of the regional policy of each of them, the level of their
capabilities, and the form of their internal and external alliances affect the nature of
the prevailing climate in the system at various levels, political, economic and
strategic, in addition to their influence on the distinctive nature of the interactions of
the regional system, whether they are cooperative or conflictual. "

According to David Myers' model for studying regional hegemony, three types of
actors can be distinguished within the "core sector", depending on the difference in
the nature of the roles played by each state in the sector in particular, and in the
regional system as a whole in general, which is a reflection of the difference in the
nature of the regional policy followed by each state in the core sector in the regional
system. Myers classifies the roles of these actors as follows:

* Regional Hegemon or Aspiring Hegemon:

It is a state or states that possess, or are on their way to possessing sufficient power
to control a regional system. Hegemony is defined as the state taking on the role of
hegemon when it is the only major power in its region, and when the region includes



more than one major power, that state cannot be considered hegemony. A "potential
hegemon" is a unit that has the ability to control a territory in the future, by
overcoming its neighbors from the major regional powers. However, as John
Mearsheimer notes, hegemony is rare, given that the cost of expansion often exceeds
the gains and benefits before achieving domination when the expected costs are low.

As a result, potential hegemons seek only to achieve domination. K.J. Holsti
assumes through his analysis of role theory that the state aspiring to special regional
influence has a strong awareness of itself as a regional leader. The position of the
hegemon varies, of course, depending on the region to which it belongs and its
characteristics.

These characteristics largely govern the role of that hegemon or aspiring to
domination. This role also depends on the characteristics of the hegemonic power
itself, and on the presence of one or more hegemonic powers in the system. The
relationship is relative between the region and its characteristics on the one hand, and
the position of the hegemonic or aspiring state on the other. Hegemony On the other
hand, a country like Brazil can be dominant in Latin America, but it cannot be so in
a system with a higher degree of power like North America or Western Europe.

* Bargainer:

Bargainer is the second actor in regional systems exposed to hegemony, and
bargainers are countries that have enough power to bargain effectively with the
dominant or hegemonic states, and each of them is able to make the costs of
exercising hegemonic influence prohibitive, or at least the bargainers have enough
ability to challenge the material, military and moral power of the dominant or
hegemonic states. However, the bargainers are not on the same level if there is more
than one bargainer within the system, as there is a primary bargainer and a
"secondary bargainer", and agreement in opposing the hegemon does not necessarily
mean coordination between the bargainers, but in the event of such agreement, the
situation will be more difficult for the hegemon or hegemonic state, as the costs of
hegemony will be likely to increase.

* The balancer:

It may be a state or a number of states that are considered effective forces within
the regional system. It may not be less materially than the bargaining state, but from
the perspective of the role, it performs different tasks within the system.

It is mostly neutral in the conflicts between the dominant or aspiring to dominance
on the one hand and the bargaining state or states on the other hand. It is a balancing



force between the two parties, and is often entrusted with mediation tasks in the
system. It is also subject to continuous temptation from both parties to contain or
form an alliance.

The balance in the regional system depends largely on the strength of these

balancing states and the extent of their desire to carry out mediation tasks. In light of
the above, the regional role comes in the context of the state’s rank and position in
the ascending regional classes, as the diversity of ranks of political power allows for
the existence of successive regional circles within the regional system, so that the
latter expresses, in reality, a kind of leadership ascension to reach the summit where
the leading state is centered. However, the regional system is not limited to studying
the central sector only, but there is also the peripheral sector, where the issue of its
appointment and definition is raised by the same elements that are raised regarding
the determination of the system’s borders, and the separation Between it and other
neighboring systems, while both "Cantore" and "Spiegel" give priority to the
homogeneity factor to separate the center of the system from its peripheries, and
consider the peripheral states less homogeneous with the core states and that the
factor that connects them to the system is the geographical factor alone, "David
Myers" gives priority to the power structure, as he sees that the peripheral states are
less than the bargainers and balancers, their power is less than what pushes them to
challenge the dominant power, and he also adds the factor of cultural and social
homogeneity, and he sees that the peripheral states are culturally and linguistically
distinct from the core states or the axis of the system.
This view has been subjected to much criticism from those who give priority to the
criterion of the intensity of interactions as a basis for distinguishing between the core
of the system and its peripheries, as the periphery states are less interactive within
the system and less connected to its issues.

"F. Pearson" identifies three levels of interaction within the regional system
through which the core states can be separated from the system states, and these
levels are:

*Conlflict: meaning the extent of the state's response to the main conflict raised
within the system

*Participation: meaning the extent of the state's participation in diplomatic and
economic relations with members of the system.



* Assistance: meaning the extent of the state's response to the issues raised, and
providing the necessary assistance in times of need, meaning the extent to which the
state bears responsibility for the system and its issues.

These three levels or criteria explain many of the processes of movement or change
in positions that occur within regional systems, through the shift in the position of
countries from the core to the periphery and vice versa. These processes are
considered one of the most important types of interactions that occur within these
systems. Given the possibility of shifting in the positions of countries from the center
of the system to its periphery or vice versa, it is natural to go to the point that the
movement of exchanging roles is possible, as the powers move in performing their
roles from one level to another, according to the difference in the elements of power
in time, and their impact on the nature of regional and international balances.

Conclusion

Finally after discussing the above elements, we can say that countries differ from
each other in terms of the composition of interests and goals, and their differences in
composition and material and societal capabilities, including the geopolitical
location, and therefore they differ in their external political behavior, in a way that
expresses the difference in the role they play between an active role or otherwise.
Studies on regional roles focus primarily on the roles played, or likely to be played,
by active regional powers, which possess the elements of power that enable them to
significantly influence their regional environment, which includes interactions
between a group of neighboring countries that have economic, social and cultural
relations, and participate extensively in the interactions of the regional system to
which they belong.
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