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Dr Sadia Seddiki Mouloud Mammeri University

Chairperson: Pr Nadia NAAR GADA, Mouloud Mammeri University

SESSION1

Time




10H00- 10H20

1- Dr. Sadia Seddiki, Mouloud Mammeri University
“Reversing Colonial Narratives: Mrs. Ellen Rogers” Empowerment of Moorish Gitls in Colonial Algeria.”

10H20-10H 40

2-Prof. Nacira ACHI, Mouloud Mammeri University
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3- Dr. Said GADA, Mouloud Mammeri University

10.40- 11H “Encounter and Representation of Women in Melville William Hilton-Simpson’s, Among the Hill Folk of
Algeria. Journeys Among the Shawia of the Aurés Mountains. New York, Dodd, Mead and Company, 1921”
4- Dr. Larabi Sabeha ,Mouloud Mammeri University

HH-11H20 “Unveiling Gender Stereotypes in Rabha Al Asti’s The Role young Women in Berber Society (2003).”

11H20-11H40

5-Mrs Fatima Bensidhoum, Mouloud Mammeri University
“The Colonial Gaze: The Representation of Native Women In Louis Bertrand’s Trilogy /e sang des races, la cina and
pépéte le bien-aime.”’




SESSION2

13H00-13H20

1-Pr Nadia NAAR GADA, Mouloud Mammen University

“Representations of Aftica and Africans in Alphonse Daudet’s Tartarin de Tarascon (1872) and Karen Blixen’s Out of
Africa(1937)”.

13H20-13H40

2-Prof. Zahia TARAHA, Mouloud Mammeri University
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14H00-14H20

3-Dr Rabea Aziz , Mouloud Mammeri University
“Female Bonding and Imperial Attitudes in Edith Wharton’s Iz Morocco (1920) 7

14H20-14H40

4- Mrs Zahra TAFROUKHT,Mouloud Mammeri University
“An Exploration of Colonial Discourse in North Africa :Emily Keen’s Travel Narrative My Lzfe Story as a Case Study”

Closing session
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Journée D’¢étude:
Western Women Travellers and North African Women’s Encounters:
Between Female Bonding and the Petsistence of Imperial Attitudes.

December 20-2023

The imperial thetoric of Western travel narratives of the 19" and early 20" century has seen a
marked resurgence of interest in recent decades. These natratives both created and reinforced
long held Western conceptions and configurations of the “Other”. In his Orientalism: Western
Perception about the Orient (1978), Edward Said writes that travel writers were in the service of the
empite and played a vital role in the imperial production of knowledge and consolidating of
imperial power. Said shows how imperial discourse and hegemony is implicated in the
stereotypical discursive invention and production of the Oriental as the exotic and inferior
“Other” par excellence.

The intersection of the rhetoric surrounding empire, gender, race, and the role of travel, is
nowhere more conspicuous than in women travel literature. Though most women travellers
reproduced the imperial rhetoric of their male counterparts, they used travel as an opportunity to
escape the stifling gender roles at home. By the virtue of their gender these women were able to
access native homes and relate stories inaccessible to men. In the Orient, race and gendet, thus,
allowed women travellers to regain a power denied to them at because of their gender.

This study day complements previous days and published work on the allure of the Otient and its
women. It invites contributors to fill the void in scholarship on native North African women and
gender issues in the nineteenth and first half of the twentieth centuries. In fact despite the
enormous body of literature on travel writing and empire and travel writing and gender, to date
litle has been said about the representation of North African women in Western travel literature
written in English. Most strikingly, the existing literature pays little heed to the ways in which
English speaking travellers appraised the colonial enterprises of other European powers such as
France. Contributors are invited to examine connections and encounters between English
speaking women travellers and North African women in relation to a variety of fictional and



nonfictional texts: letters, journals novels, pamphlets etc which embodied narratives of travel,
gender issues, cross-cultural encounters and colonial discourse.

The study day aims to delve into the complex relationship between Western women travellers
and North African women, focusing on the notions of sistethood, agency, and the perpetuation
of colonial discourse. By examining the narratives, encounters, and representations of these
women, we seck to uncover the intricate dynamics at play during the 19th and eatly twentieth
centuries colonial encounters in North Africa.

We invite researchers to submit abstracts addressing the following themes, although other related
topics are also welcomed:
- Analysis of how Western women travellers depicted North African women in their
narratives, diaries, letters, fiction and travel accounts etc
- Examination of the construction of Orientalist stereotypes, cultural misunderstandings,
and the impact of colonial perspectives on these representations.
- Exploration of the agency, resistance, and subversive actions demonstrated by North
African women in response to colonial encountets.
- Investigation of the potential for sisterhood, empathy, and alliances between Western
women travellers and North African women.
- Examination of instances where cross-cultural understanding, collaboration, and mutual
support emerged despite colonial power dynamics.
- Analysis of the complex intersections of gender, religion, and other identity markers in
the encounters between Western women travellers and North African women.

We will gladly consider presentations in English, Arabic, Tamazight and French.
If you submit an abstract in a language other than English, please attach a translated version.

We welcome abstract submissions of 250 words for 10-20-minute presentations (6-8 typed pages,
double-spaced) by Oct, 30th, 2023. Please submit abstract and brief bio to:
northafr.studyday@ummto.dz

Study Day Otrganiser: Dr. Seddiki Sadia,department of English, MouloudMammeri University
of TiziOuzou.

Organising Team:

Gada Nadia, Dept of English , Mouloud Mammeri University
Larabi Sabeha, Dept of English , Mouloud Mammeri University.
Seddiki Sadia, Dept of English , Mouloud Mammeti University.
Maidi Naima, Dept of English, Mouloud Mammeri University.
Aziz Rabea, Dept of English, Mouloud Mammeri University
Matmer Dalila, Dept of English, Mouloud Mammeri University
Tafroukht Zohra, Dept of English, Mouloud Mammeti University

Scientific Committee:
Pr, Achi Nacira, MouloudMammeri University, TiziOuzou.
Dr, Aziz Rabea, Mouloud Mammeri University, TiziOuzou

Dr. Gada Nadia, MouloudMammeri University, Tizi Ouzou.



Pt, Guendouzi Amar, Mouloud Mammeri University, TiziOuzou.
Dr Hatem Youcef, MouloudMammeri University, TiziOuzou.
Dr.Larabi Sabeha, MouloudMammeri, Univetsity, TiziOuzou

Pr, Riche Bouteldja, MouloudMammeri University, 1iziOuzou.
Dr Seddiki Sadia, MouloudMammeri, University, 1iziOuzou.
Dr.Siber Mouloud, MouloudMammeri, Univetsity, TiziOuzou.

Pr Zerar Sabrina, MouloudMammeti Univetsity, 1iziOuzou.

La Directrice de laboratoire




ABSTRACTS

Mrs Fatima BENSIDHOUM, UMMTO Department of English.

The Title: The Colonial Male Gaze : The Representation of the Native Women in Louis Bertrand’s
Trilogy: Le Sang des Races, La Cina and Pépete le Bien-aime

ABSTRACT:

This presentation deals with Louis Bertrand’s representation of the Algerian women in his trilogy under the title
Le Cycle Africain which consists of Le sang des races (1899), La Cina (1901) and Pépete le bien-aimé (1904).
It sheds light on the negative and stereotypical depiction of the colonized female who is associated with images
of filth, primitiveness and promiscuity. The novels are to be highly impinged in the colonial discourse which
relegates the colonized into the state of inferiority. In the novels, the stereotype of the native women’s
unfettered sexuality above all other stereotypes is stressed. Les Mauresques, mainly those of the Casbah and the
Ouled Nail are disdainfully viewed as demonic and lascivious. It has been also revealed that Bertrand adheres
strongly to the Eurocentric discourse in his advocation of the superiority of the Latin race through his negation
of the native“other”.

Key Words: Colonial Discourse, Native Women, Stereotype, Les Mauresques, Latin Race.



Dr. Sadia Seddiki, Mouloud Mammeri University

The Title: Reversing Colonial Narratives: Mrs. Ellen Rogers’ Empowerment of Moorish Girls in
Colonial Algeria.

Abstract: This paper scrutinizes the portrayal of Moorish girls of Madame Allix-Luce School in colonial
Algeria, particularly through the lens of Mrs. Ellen Rogers’ Winter in Algeria. In contrast to many other British
travellers to Algeria, for instance, Barbara Bodichon's colonial-centric narrative, Rogers' account subverts
traditional power dynamics by spotlighting the voices and talents of Moorish girls. Through a decolonial
analysis, we explore Rogers' role in challenging Eurocentric assumptions and amplifying the agency of these
girls. By emphasizing mutual learning and recognition of Moorish girls' expertise, Rogers’ narrative reshapes
historical perceptions and underscores the transformative potential of inclusive storytelling in dismantling
colonial legacies.

Keywords: Colonial Algeria, Moorish Girls, Decolonial Analysis, Empowerment, Colonial Legacies

Dr. Said GADA, Mouloud Mammeri University

Title: North African Women in Among the Hill-Folk of Algeria, Journeys among the Shawia of the Aurés
Mountains: Encounter and Representation

This research study critically examines the portrayal and representation of North African women in the travelogue
Among the Hill-Folk of Algeria, Journeys among theShawia of the AurésMountains,written by Melville William
Hilton-Simpson and published in 1921. This travelogue offers a firsthand account of the author's experiences and



observations during his journey through the rugged terrain of Algeria, specifically among the Berber communities
residing in the hilly regions of the Aures region.The aim of this research is to analyze how the text constructs and
portrays the lives, roles, and agency of North African women encountered by the author during his travels.
Employing a multidisciplinary approach that combines literature analysis, cultural studies, and gender studies, this
study seeks to unveil the nuances of representation and the underlying ideologies that shape the author's
descriptions of North African women.

Key Words: Gender- Stereotypes- Agency and Autonomy-

Dr Rabea Aziz, Mouloud Mammeri University
Title: Female Bonding and Imperial Attitudes in Edith Wharton’s in Morocco (1920)
Abstarct

The American novelist Edith Wharton lived most of her life in France after her divorce from her husband Edward
Wharton in 1913. Most of her texts focus on the unhappy side women’s life within the institution of marriage. Her
visit to Morocco during WWI resulted in her travelogue In Morocco (1920), which is a description of her trip to this
French colony in North West Africa. In Morocco chronicles her observations about the lives of Moroccan women
and highlights her procolonial tendencies. My contribution underlines Wharton’s views about Moroccan women’s
position in society and her support for Imperialism and European Colonialism, especially French control of African
territories, by drawing a contrast between the Western and the Eastern minds. In fact, her short descriptive book
emphasizes her view that Morocco was in need of the European civilization to get it out of its underdevelopment at
all levels.



Dr. Larabi Sabeha ,Mouloud Mammeri University
Unveiling Gender Stereotypes in Rabha Al Amri’s’ ‘The Role of Young Women in Berber Society’ (2003):

Abstract

This article is a reading and an analysis of Anthropologist Rabha AL Amri’s article entitled ‘The Role of Young
Women in Berber Society’(2003). It Seeks to decode this Berber author’s descriptions of young women of the
Berber tribes of the Middle Atlas region in the Maghreb, particularly the Bni Mguild ar Ayt Myill. What interests
us in this contribution are the author’s generalizations of her findings as concerns the stereotypes surrounding this
very reduced corpus to all Berber women. We will show that by doing so, Rabha Al Amri creates another ‘Other’
in the already existing ‘Other’ mainly when she says: "What I found out about their lives can be generalized to the
extent that it allows the drawing of conclusions about the life of the entire Berber communities”(p.13). Using
Edward Said’s concept of the ‘Other’, we will show that some writings by the ‘Orient’ create another stereotypical
‘Orient’ within perpetuating by such imperial attitudes towards Arab and Berber Women.

Key Words: Berber Women- Representations- Stereoptypes- ‘Other’- Middle Atlass Ayt Myill- Female
Bond.



Mrs Zahra TAFROUKHT,Mouloud Mammeri University

Title: An Exploration of Colonial Discourse In North Africa: Emily Keene’s Travel Narrative My Life
Story (1912) As a Case Study

This paper analyses the representation of North Africa mainly Morocco and Algeria by a British female traveler
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Emily Keene’s My Life Story(1912) attempts to set out the
conditions in which women travelled and written down their experiences providing rich autobiographies. Our aim is
to show how what was imagined about North Africa, what appears as an innocent story about the Moorish life and
literary entertainment for British readers, built up to make a captivating ideological discourse of colonisation. My
intention and theory go so far as to broaden the range of issues connected to travel writing. These issues include
orientalism and otherness as explored in Edward said’sorientalism. Through these lens, | argue that keen was
participating in preparing the way for the European colonisation of North Africa more precisely morocco;she played
a crucial role of an observer insider through which a culture was forced to open itself to foreign powers.

Key Words: Emily Keen, North Africa, Discourse Colonialism, Moorish, Orientalism.

Pr Nadia NAAR GADA, Mouloud Mammeri University

Title: Representations of Africa and Africans in Alphonse Daudet’s Tartarin de Tarascon (1872) and Karen
Blixen’s Out of Africa(1937).

Abstract:

This study explores the depictions of Africa and its inhabitants, particularly women, within the narratives of three
prominent Western travel writers namely, Alphonse Daudet, Ernest Hemingway, and Karen Blixen. Through a
critical lens that considers colonial discourse and gender stereotyping, the present comparative analysis focuses on



three seminal texts: Tartarin of Tarascon (1872), Green Hills of Africa (1935), and Out of Africa (1937). Drawing
upon Comparative Literature and Critical theories, | borrowed some tools from Cultural Studies, which offer a
multidisciplinary approach to analyzing cultural texts, examining the intersections of literature, history, politics, and
society. By using this approach, | tried to explore the encounter of these three western authors with Africa taking
into consideration how the image of Africans in their works reflects broader cultural attitudes, beliefs, and
discourses surrounding race, ethnicity, and colonialism. This theoretical perspective helps to understand some
insights into the reception of these texts within their historical context and how they contribute to shaping cultural
narratives and representations of Africa and its peoples. Ultimately, this comparative approach sheds light on the
complex interplay between gender, race, and power dynamics inherent in Western constructions of Africa during
the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Keywords: Western Literary Imaginary- Travel Writing - Gender- Power Dynamics
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